PERSONS AND POLITICS
of his suite, he forthwith commanded Benedick to
grow a beard. It was a stupid trick and met with
its deserts, for when Beatrice next bowed to her
liege lord, it was to thank him, with her sweetest
smile, for having taught her the error of her
ways, since she now found a beard a charming
fashion I
The reign of Abd-ul-Hamid came to a timely
end, none too soon for Europe and his own
country. He stood for the worst type of Pacha,
for the armed bully whose pleasure lay in
terrorising an unarmed rayah.*
The question next arises: Is Turkey much
changed without him ? Perhaps it is too
soon to expect any great difference, and it
must be remembered that Turkey is a land
which changes only slowly. The Turks them-
selves have a good story that illustrates the
point
It takes the form of a conversation between
Allah and the Archangel Gabriel, who were
looking down on Europe. Allah declared that
England, France and Germany were changed
beyond recognition, but when he looked on
Turkey he said:
" Ah ! this, at any rate, is the same as when I
* I.e., cattle, the word formerly applied to the unarmed
Christian subjects of the Ottoman Empire.
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